
The letter came in the typical bank promo envelope. We get lots of those so it was nothing to 
be too excited about. It was so typical that Linnie almost overlooked it. However, when he 
opened the small vanilla package, he was pleasantly amazed. Linnie pulled out a handsome 
check , a letter of explanation and a promise of more to come when some property was sold.  
Needless to say, we were both shocked.  The much needed check was made to The Shepherd’s 
Staff Ministry.  The question was who was Samantha J. 
Johnson?  Was she a Katrina survivor?  We had helped a lady 
by this same name during the Katrina onslaught.  Could S.J. 
Johnson be one of the little old ladies that we had spoken with 
at the nursing home when we had gone with the children to 
take Christmas Cookies?  I know she was one of the dozen 
ladies that Linnie had pumped gas for over the years.  That 
was it, Samantha was a passing acquaintance that did not 
forget a favor.  Somehow that just did not seem plausible.   

We have met many wonderful friends in Montgomery. However, names are not always easy 
to remember.  Did we help her move?  Did we help her to the car at the grocery store?  Do we 
know her children? Who is Samantha J. Johnson? 

I ran to the computer.  Of course, you can find anything you want to know in cyberspace.  
Sure enough, there were several Samantha Johnson’s, most of them in Virginia.  We are from 
Virginia, was it someone from our past?  The search brought me to one obscure Samantha 
Josephine Johnson, 97 years old from…you guessed it Montgomery, Alabama.  My “ah-ha 
moment” only lasted a second….this was likely our generous benefactor.  Sadly, I did not 
know any more about her than I had when the search began.  Obviously, we could not thank 
this kind lady.  I had known that from the beginning but, perhaps, we could share with a child, 
a nephew, someone that knew her how much her thoughtful gift meant to us.  I wanted to tell 
them how much her gift was needed, what it would do and how many it could help. 

As I pushed back from the computer, a gentle whisper caught the attention of my heart, “You
can thank me.  I have known Samantha Johnson since before the foundations of the earth.  I 
know all about her and what’s more, I know all about you.  Yes, she gave a great monetary 
gift from man’s perspective but I am the source of all gifts.  She had a long life from your 

perspective but I have no beginning and no end.  You are desperate to thank this 
stranger for a gift that will no doubt do some good in your sphere of influence but I 
gave a gift that can change the destiny of all mankind.  This wonderful lady gave a 
gift that lifted your spirits but I am the giver of life, the very breath that you take for 
granted.  You may never solve the mystery of Samantha Josephine Johnson but, you 
do know Me.  What are you going to do with that information?”

Great challenge!  What are you going to do with the information you have? 

- Debbie 

A Publication of The Shepherd!s Staff Ministry 

WE Need You!! 

!" VBS 
transportation 

!" Prayer Team 
Members 

!" One on One 
Discipleship 

!" Budget 
Counselors 

!" Respite Help 
!" Painters 
!" Children!s 

Teachers 
!" Readers for 

small children 
!" Tutors 
!" Drivers to 

transport to 
appointments 

!" My Mother!s 
Knee Helpers 

!" Volunteers to 
help refurbish 
apartments, 
move &/or pick 
up donations 

The Giver of All Gifts 
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Honoraria 
Dave & Angela Harris gave 

gifts in honor of the 
following:

Dwight & Lucretia Cauthen 

Fred Ensien 

Al McLellan 

Norman & Harriette Dorosin 

Margie Warden 

Jean Williams 

Evelyn Parker 

Amy Johnson 

Marie Baldwin 

Sharon Harris 

Hubert & Florence Crawford 

Skip & Flora Dugger 

Isobel Fisher 

Frances Strike 

Dave & BJ Shepherd 

Curtis & Glenda DuPree 

A gift given in someone’s 
honor or memory never 

becomes obsolete, is always 
the right size; doesn’t collect 
dust and has the potential to 
influence the next generation. 

"We are 
not built 

for 
ourselves, 

but for 
God.  

Not for 
service 
for God, 
but for 
God." 

- C.S. Lewis 

Investment Returns 
   January  February 
Families  14 15 
# of families worked with 

Food 4 4 
# of families/individuals given food 

Transportation  4 4 
# of families/individuals transportation to 

Clothing  6 5 
# of individuals provided with clothing 

Furniture  4 6 
# of families given furniture 

Utility Assistance  3 1 
# given assistance with utilities 

Housing  1 1 
# given assistance with housing 

GED Completed  2 0 

Professions of Faith  2 8 
 

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure,  
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,  

shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure  
that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  

- Luke 6:38 (KJV) 

Volunteer 
Appreciation 

Picnic 

Coming Soon! 

Stay tuned for more Details 

Summer Solution volunteer slots are filling up fast.  

Don't miss this amazing opportunity. 



We NEED help!!! 

If you can give one hour a month or more, we desperately need 
help in the following areas:  prayer, tutoring, budget counseling, 
discipleship, mentoring for children, teens and adults, painting 
and simple repairs for houses and automobiles.  You have 

something to offer.  With your 
help lives will be changed and our 
community strengthened. 

If you can help, contact Tracee Phaturos at 
281-0683 or 315-0935. 

 Everyone!has!something!to!offer.!Everyone!can!do!
there!part.!If!we!do!as!He!commands!us.!Use!our!
hands!to!show!God"s!heart.#!
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Christ 
beats His 
drum, but 
He does 
not press 

men;  
Christ is 
served 
with

volunteers. 
- John Donne 

What Can You Do? 
!" ANCHORS - Senior Adult group for Vaughn Forest Church 

(VFBC) provided cookies for Outpost at Northpass and Crown 
Point communities. 

!" Capital Christian Center gave 50 meals to Northpass families. 

!" Girls Scouts Dawn McCoy and Laura Halse (while working on their Gold 
Awards) have helped with outreach in the Northpass Community.  Miss Halse put 
together a wonderful workbook for Outpost Leaders and helped a great deal with 
the website update.  The girls have taken measurements for a Spring landscaping 
project.

!" Inmates at Maxwell Federal Prison Camp gave a generous donation 
      to purchase school uniforms for TSS families. 

!" Trinity & St. James students gave 50 volunteer hours tutoring, doing 
      yard work and renovations. 

!" Men from VFBC Men’s Ministry did renovations and provided a 
      needy family with a working kitchen.   

!" Hooper Academy FCA donated warm clothing, jackets and blankets. 

Thank you so much for partnering with us to be part of the solution. 
May God bless each of you. 



The mission of The Shepherd!s Staff is to make an investment in individuals, families and 
communities that will make a remarkable difference in the present and impact future 
generations by presenting the restorative message of Jesus Christ in word and action. 

P.O. Box 201203  
Montgomery, AL 36120-1203 

Phone: 334-281-0683 
Fax: 334-281-8861 
E-mail: connections@shepherdsstaffministry.org 

Your gifts of time, treasure and talents make this !statement" a reality. 


